[1SOM865J                 AMERICAN  CIVIL WAR                          261
CHAPTER  XVII
THE RULE OF LORD PALMERSTON.    THE CIVIL WAR IN AMERICA
THE  DANISH  DUCHIES.    THE  CLOSE OF  AN  EPOCH
(1861-1865)
SUCH temporary success as Napoleon attained in Mexico would The Civil
not have been possible but for the preoccupation of theWariP
United States. In the autumn of I860 the States were in the throes
of a Presidential Election. That contest was the most momentous
in their history, for it resulted in the election of Abraham Lincoln.
Lincoln had leapt into fame in 1858 as the opponent of Douglas
in the Senatorial Election for the State of Illinois. Douglas was
successful, but two years later the tables were turned and Abraham
Lincoln was elected President of the United States. In the first
speech of his Senatorial campaign Lincoln had said : "A house
divided against itself cannot stand. I believe that this Government
cannot endure permanently half-slave and half-free. I do not
expect the Union to be dissolved : I do not expect the house to fall:
but I do expect that it will cease to be divided. It will become all
the one thing or all the other. Either the opponents of slavery will
arrest the further spread of it and will place it where the public mind
shall rest in the belief that it is in the course of ultimate extinction,
or its advocates will push it forward until it shall become alike lawful
in all the States, old as well as new, North as well as South." Lincoln
was no root and branch Abolitionist, but the election of this Western
attorney to the Presidency was taken by the Slave States as a menace
to the institution by which they stood. In February, 1861, Georgia,
Alabama, Florida, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Texas following the
lead of South Carolina, formally seceded from the Union, organized
a Government known as the " Confederate States of America" ;
drafted a Constitution and elected, as their first President, Jefferson
Davis. It is difficult to deny the constitutional right of the Southern
States to withdraw from a Federal Union formed by a contract
between " Sovereign " States. It is not less difficult to deny that,
but for the supposed menace to the institution of slavery, this right
would not have been exercised. Least of all can it be doubted that
secession was a tactical blunder on the part of the South. Slavery
would have been safer inside than outside the Union. But the hot
blood of the South was up. On March 4th, 1861, Lincoln entered
upon the high office to which he had been elected in November, and
at once announced that he had neither the will nor the power to
abolish slavery, but that no ** secession " could be permitted. The
Confederates seized Federal forts and arsenals, the first shot being
fired against Fort Sumter at Charleston (April 12th, 1861). Lincoln
then called for 75,000 volunteers and declared the seceding States